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6. CORONA AND ARGON MERTINGS - The CORONA and ARGON meetings
vere held m\ ‘ 30th. Mr. 'Eiupll reported thet BMD initially
painted an alarming financial picture, but, heppily, their report
vas excessive and that there was little likelihood of the '59-'60
flights being curtailed. However, savings are indiceted end in order
t0o save monsy a decision has been made to close down the Annette
tracking station. Ko CORONA shot will be attempted in December.

An atteopt will be made to launch one as early as possible in Januayy
vith camera. It wvas further revealed at the meeting that we now
have flights scheduled to virtually use up all the launch pad
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space through October 1960. Future lmmches will include cameras
to detoming if malfunctions csn be corrected. An sll-out R & D
program on the cemerws is indiested, othervise, there will be little
uss in continuing the progrem. While no firm schedule has been
drexn, tvo lauaches & month are énticipated. There axe to be no
ARGCE shots before June, after which there should be one ARQON end
one COROMA shot & month during the summer.

On 15 December a meeting will be held in Dr. York's office
to review CORORA, BANOE and MIDAS. In this connection, Mr. Bissell
sumarissd the thinking of Dr. Billings to the effect that drastic
major cuts should be mede in ground handling equipment at this time.
The reasoning behind this is thet this i8 an R & D phese insofar as
ths vehicles are concerned, and, until we ssctually have the product
of the flight in hand, we do not know what intslligence data we will
get. The greatest effort on the reed-out equipment should take
place when the vehicle becomes operationsl, not during the R & D
phase, sinos the cost becomes tremendous as a contimiing operstion.

Mr. Bissall further commented that one point of discussion
1s the proposal to lautich five satellites per month to provida a
continuing sourcé of iaformation. He ocoamtented that in view of
our experience with the weather fuctor he would favor lsunch, vhen
required, for, s&y, s five-day orbit period. His final comment on
space activity wvas & warning that we could not give top priority to
OORONA, etc., sifply because we have part in 1t and that at all
times we should take sn objective view in sssessing capebility.

CHALICE development program, project Opcmttml phase and the
procurement. Mr. Bissell asked for & write-up of the CHALICE
s oven those in the reainm of possibilities. The outlook

for procurement at this time is poor, but he is intevested in
vha timate proposal should be.
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In ctinmentdng on the budget, the ID/P stated that he will
expect DPD to &reft an operstional program to be submitted ir Maerch
fortha!!'ﬁb\nat. m-umwmumtwwm»nu
b-tmt;n Lt of FY '6L. Mr. Bissell proposed

L o ,,,upocmepmm-cmm
,m-. (mmmwm

25X1

Page b of 5 COR-OTOL
l@“ \quh Copy, s ot 18

Approved For Release 2002/10/21 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600140030-8



25X1 Approved For Release 2002/10/21 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600140030-8

Approved For Release 2002/10/21 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600140030-8



